[Osteoprotegerin--a new atherosclerosis marker].
Studies on bones metabolism regulation mechanisms leaded to discovery of RANKL/OPG/RANK signal system (receptor activator of nuclear factor kappaB ligand/osteoprotegerin/receptor activator of nuclear factor kappaB). It was found that beyond bone metabolism regulation Osteoprotegerin (OPG) is involved in some other processes: apoptosis, regulation of immunological system. Data from numerous studies performed in the last years indicate potential association between OPG and cardiovascular pathology. OPG was identified as atherosclerosis marker. Molecular mechanism by which OPG exerts its atherogenic effect is not fully elucidated.